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1. Revenue per ton mile of class I and class II motor carriers (common 
and contract), class I railroads, large pipelines, and class A and 
B water carriers, 1960-1972: 











Revenue per ton mile for selected ICC regulated surface 
transportation modes is shown in the following tables. In 1967, class 
I railroads and class I motor common carriers reversed their declines 
and posted steady average revenue increases in each successive year. 
Between 1967 and 1972, average rail and motor common carrier revenue 
per ton mile has increased 27.3 and 20.3 percent, respectively. 


Revenue per ton mile of class I motor contract carriers was 
erratic from 1961 to 1969 but remained higher than that of common 
carriers. From 1970 to 1972, however, contract carriers" average 
revenue was below that of common carriers. Oil pipelines showed a 
relatively steady decline in average ton mile revenue between 1962 and 
1968. Their revenue per ton mile then increased through 1971 and was 
unchanged in 1972. Class A and B water carriers received their lowest 
reported average revenue in 1967, but by 1972 were receiving 23.9 
percent more per ton mile. From 1967 to 1972, water carriers generated 
a proportional increase 3.6 percentage points greater than common motor 
carriers and 3.4 percentage points less than rail. 


Class II motor common carriers reported irregular average 
revenue per ton mile between 1960 and 1967, their peak point during 
the period shown in the table. Average revenue in 1971 decreased 
slightly from the prior year but was 2.3 percent below the 1967 high. 
In contrast, class II contract carriers had a net loss of 6.5 percent 


in average revenue since 1967. 





Revenue per ton mile of class I motor carriers, class I ratlroads, 
large ptpeltnes, and class A Lers, 1960-1972 
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NA Not available. 


Source: Transport Statisties tn the Unit States and later data. 
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Revenue per ton mile of class II motor carrters 
in intercity service,’ 1960-1972 


Cents per ton mile 





Index (1967=100) 
Year Common Contract Common Contract 
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1961 
1962 
1963 
1964 
1965 
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1968 -017 
1969 .081 
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1971 %.234 569 97. 
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NA Not available. 


1From 1960 to 1968, class II motor carriers were those having average 
gross operating revenues (interstate and intrastate) between $200,000 
and $1,000,000 annually; January 1, 1969, the class II minimum was 
changed to $300,000. 


Length of passenger journey by various modes, years 1963-1972: 





The average lengths of passenger journeys for rail, intercity 


motor bus, and domestic air transportation are shown in the following 
table. 


A decline in the length of the average journey by rail coach 
(excluding commutation) began in 1966 and continued through 1972, 
shortening the average journey for the decade shown by 49.2 percent from 
its peak. During the same 10-year period, the average journey by par- 
lor and sleeping cars lengthened by 4.1 percent. 


The average passenger journey in intercity bus service peaked 
in 1971 at 109.3 miles per passenger, a 27.4-percent increase over the 
85.8 miles per passenger during 1963. In 1972 the average journey was 


a slight 2.5-percent shorter than the preceding year--106.6 miles per 
passenger. 


The length of the average passenger journey by scheduled 
domestic air carriers continued its steady increase. The average air 


journey in 1972 was 23.6-percent longer than in 1963, and 14.2-percent 
longer than in 1968. 





Average passenger journey, class I railroads, class I interctty motor 
carrters, and scheduled domestic air carriers, 1963-1972 


Miles per passenger 





Class I railroads Class I 
Coach Parlor and scheduled 
(excluding sleeping intercity 
commutation) car motor carriers’ 





Scheduled 
domestic 
air carriers~ 





1963 108.3 456. 
1964 106.1 467. 
1965 109.1 457. 
1966 107.1 476. 
1967 98.4 480. 
1968 84.4 472. 
1969 77.0 491. 
1970 70.9 515. 
1971° 55.1 483. 
1972° 55.0 475. 


85. 554 
86. 558 
94. 564 
93. 573 
93. 588 
91. 600 
104. 648 
105. 678 
109.: 681 
106.6 685 
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‘After 1950, a class I motor carrier of passengers was one which had 
gross operating revenue (interstate and intrastate) of $200,000 or more 
annually; effective January 1, 1969, the class I minimum was changed to 
$1,000,000. 

*Includes all 50 States effective 1969. Data for 1963-1969 have been 
adjusted to conform to changed C.A.B. reporting system effected in 1970. 

*Includes Amtrak. 

ICC Statements No. Q-250, Q-220 and 100; Transport Statistics 


* 4 J a 


States; Civil Aeronautics Board, Handbook of Atrline 


Source: 
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Passenger mile revenue and total passenger revenue by type of 
service, 1963-1972: 








Revenue data for the major public intercity passenger trans- 
portation modes are compared in the accompanying tables. 


Average revenue per passenger mile is not an actual fare but 
represents the total revenue obtained for a particular service category 
divided by the passenger miles of that service. Within such categories 
each mode may offer a variety of service at varying fares. For instance, 
some railroads offer essentially first class service at coach fares with 
additional charges for seats or berths. Some discount first class air 
fares have been lower than air coach rates. Air coach revenue includes 
revenue from "thrift," "economy," and similarly classified services. 
Total bus revenue includes revenue from extra fare services. Information 
regarding intercity fares and operations for special and charter bus 
service is unavailable. 





During the 1963-1972 period, revenue per passenger mile of 
coach service for class I railroads increased 81.0 percent, while that 
of parlor and sleeping car service increased 11.8 percent. Between 
1971 and 1972, coach service revenue per passenger mile increased 17.0 
percent, while parlor and sleeping car revenue per passenger mile 
decreased 4.3 percent. The decline in passenger volume caused rail 
passenger revenues to fall 49.8 percent between 1963-1972, shrinking 


rails' share of all intercity passenger revenue from 14.1 to 2.8 
percent. 


Air coach service revenue per passenger mile rose 4.6 percent 
between 1963 and 1972. For first class service, the increase was 21.3 
percent for the ten-year period. Increased rates and patronage caused 
total air passenger revenue to expand 218.6 percent between 1963 and 
1972, and changed the 73.0 percent share of total passenger revenue of 
air carriers in 1963 to 90.7 percent in 1972. The bulk of this growth 
occurred in air-coach revenue, which increased from 42.6 to 67.8 
percent of all intercity passenger revenue. 


Class I scheduled intercity motor carriers registered in- 
creases of 40.3 percent in average passenger mile revenue and 28.9 
percent in total passenger revenue between 1963 and 1972. During 
that period bus revenue fell from 12.9 to 6.5 percent of the intercity 
passenger total. In 1969, the redefinition of class I motor carriers 
of passengers resulted in the loss of 103 out of 173 firms, and 20 
million passengers. Consequently, care must be taken in comparing 


pre- and post-1969 data. 





Average revenue per passenger mile, 
LLroads, class I tnterctty-motor carrters, 
and scheduled domestte atr carriers, 1963-1972 
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Index (1967=100) 


1963 99. 
1964 99. 
1965 99. 
1966 99. 
1967 100. 
1968 107. 
1969 117. 
1970 131. 
1971 153. 
1972 179. 


93.3 110. 
94. 108. 
96.6 107. 
97.( 102. 
100.C 100. 
106. 99. 
113.8 102. 
120.8 106. 
E2855 113. 
130. 24. 


99. 
100. 
101. 
100. 
100. 
101. 
107. 
114. 
118. 
120. 


104. 
103. 
102. 
100. 
103. 
108. 
113. 
124. 
119. 
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3 
3 
0 
0 
0 
3 
9 
8 
6 
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1Revenue figures cover rail passage tickets 
charges for parlor and sleeping cars. 

“After 1950, a class I motor carrier of passengers was one which had 
gross operating revenue (including interstate and intrastate) of 
$200,000 or more annually; effective January 1, 1969, the class I 
minimum was changed to $1,000,000. 

-Includes all 50 States, effective 1969. 

*Includes Amtrak. 

Source: ICC Statements No. Q-220 and Q-250 and 100; Transport 
Statisties tn the United States; and Civil Aeronautics Board, Hand- 
book of Atrline Stattstties. 
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Passenger revenue, 
class I ratlroads, class I motor carriers, 
and scheduled domestic air carriers, 
19638-1972 


Mtlltons 





Class I railroads Class I 
Coach Parlor and scheduled 
(excluding sleeping intercity 
: 1 ; 2 Coach 
commutation) cars motor carriers 


Scheduled domestic 
air carriers® 
First 
class 











$353. 
349. 
331. 
323. 
281. 
245. 
235. 
215. 
180. 
206. 


$104. 
94. 
84. 
80. 
59. 
45. 
41. 
32. 
24. 
23. 


$419. 
442. 
453. 
477. 
479. 
488. 
483. 
510. 
540. 
540. 


$1,385. 
£5673. 
2,014. 
2,298. 
6 
3,465. 
4,310. 
4,601. 
5,072. 
5,655. 


$ 988. 
1,027. 
1,127. 
1,236. 
1,334. 
1,447. 
1,633. 
1,644. 
1,663. 
1,909. 
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92. 
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100. 
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-5 7 
9 9 
| 0 
7 1 
-0 0 
-0 6 
-5 6 
25 5 
-0 2 
4 8 





See footnotes to preceding table. 





Oil pipeline revenue and traffic, selected years, 1950-1973: 





Oil pipeline companies subject to the jurisdiction of the 
Interstate Commerce Commission reported increased traffic and revenue 
in 1973. As shown in the following table, large oil pipeline trans- 
portation revenue increased 8.0 percent over 1972 revenue. The 
number of barrels of oil originated and received from connections 
increased 6.3 percent, continuing the steady ascent shown for the 
selected years. Barrels of oil transported increased 96.5 percent 
between 1960 and 1973, and revenues grew 93.9 percent. The average 
revenue in 1960 was 15.12 cents; in 1965 14.91 cents; and by 1968 
it had fallen to 13.73 cents per barrel. The average revenue per 
barrel increased from 14.69 to 14.93 cents between 1972 and 1973. 
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Number of barrels of 
Number - tS ° 
f Transportation oil originated on line 
O . 
revenue and received from 
connections 


carriers 








1950 

1955 623.4 
1960 718.8 
1961 738. 

1962 763. 

1963 799. 

1964 826. 

1965 870. 

1966 911. 

1967 967. 

1968 996. 

1969 1,077.¢ 
1970 1,157. 

1971 1,210. 

1972 1,290. 

1973p 1,394. 
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p Preliminary. 


1 P P P . 

Based on quarterly reports of oil pipelines having revenues of more 
than $500,000 per annum. Reports of individual pipeline companies are 
published in Bureau of Accounts Statement No. 600 (QPS). 
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5. Average haul per ton by rail, motor, and pipeline, 1953-1972: 





The average hauls per ton for the three groups of carriers 
subject to the Commission's jurisdiction for which such data are 
available are shown in the following table. Rail averages are shown 
both on a carrier basis and for the United States as a single system. 
Motor carrier data, which are limited to class I carriers reporting 
ton miles in intercity service, show common and contract carriers 
separately. The shift from the contract to common carrier cate- 
gory for some motor carrier companies which followed the change in 
the legal definition of contract carriers effective August 1957, may 
have affected the comparability of common and contract figures for 
the years before and after 1957. Since all regulated pipelines and 
all line-haul railroads are reported for the period, changes in 
classification do not affect their figures. Gathering line mileage 
for pipelines and switching and terminal mileage for rails are omitted. 


In 1972 the average system rail haul reached an all time 
high of 512.00 miles, and individual carrier hauls (which reflect 


mergers) continued to lengthen and were 30.0 percent longer than in 
1953. 


For class I motor common and contract carriers, record average 
hauls per ton occurred in 1972. The 1972 figures represent a long 
term increase of 15.7 percent for common and 36.5 percent for contract 
carriers in comparison to their 1953 average haul. 


The average haul of petroleum products by pipeline reached 
a record high of 395.59 miles in 1967 but fell to 347.42 miles in 1972, 
a slight increase over the previous year. The average haul for crude 
oil reached highs of 322.62 miles in 1959 and again in 1966, then de- 
creased to 298.52 miles by 1972. 





Average haul per ton by ratl, motor, and ptpelines, 1953-1972" 


Miles per ton 





All operating Class I Pipelines 
line-haul railroads motor carriers _ (oil) 
U.S. as Per 


a system carrier Common Contract Crude Products 














1953 420.66 221.36 242 37 291. 48 
1954 431.65 - 81 1: ° - 06 
1955 430.67 227.88 ‘ - 87 
1956 428.08 228.02 d . 73 
1957 429.20 -/7 , 57 304. - 39 
1958 444.55 - 30 2 l€ ° 95 
1959 447.66 239.36 27: 8: 322. -62 
1960 442.14 238.83 84 ° -90 
1961 452.00 - 56 4 20. 266.19 
1962 460.57 22 é 3 . 64 
1963 463.97 ay | 2 4.12 -00 
1964 466.17 251.94 2 36 308. ~41 
1965 477.15 257.40 4d ° -81 
1966 483.70 -93 . 55 22. -10 
1967 485.21 -49 43 ° 59 
1968 495.37 ~47 2 $32 , - 81 
1969 496.82 272.77 2 59 297. 97 
1970 490.41 °53 57 300. -70 
1971 506.83 283.99 iv . °35 
1972p 512.00 -00 37 298. ~42 





p Preliminary. 


‘This table brings up to date the historical data published in State- 
ment No. 6103, Intercity Ton Miles, 1939-19: 


Source: Statement No. 6103, and Transport Statistics tn the United 
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